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Sulfide Test Kit for Compost

A complete field kit for detecting Hydrogen Sulfides in compost windrows.  

This essential test can be completed in less than 10 minutes. 

Kit includes equipment and reagents for up to 20 tests: 

Lead acetate paper - 50 strips
2 plastic covers

Hydrochloric acid, 6N - 1000 ml
Distilled water in squirt bottle

50 ml measuring beaker
Measuring spoon

2 plastic cups

Instructions: 

1. Measure one heaping spoonful of compost into plastic cup (approx. 10 g).

2. Wet 2 strips of lead acetate paper with distilled water.  Place one strip on each side of a plastic cover and set aside, being careful not to let the strips touch anything. 

3. Measure 50 ml of HCI into the measuring beaker, and pour it into the cup containing the compost sample.  

4. Immediately set the cover on top of the cup, and swirl the mixture. 

5. Wait 5 - 7 minutes, then examine the strips to see if any discoloring has taken place.  If the strip on the underside of the cover is brown, then sulfides are present.  

Caution:  If the pH of the compost is high, foaming may occur.  Be sure that the foam has not touched the lead strips, or you will get a false reading.  

Sulfide Levels: 





Level 1 - light brown color





Level 2 - definite brown color





Level 3 - dark brown color














